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PRE F A C I^ 



This work has been prepared with a view to facilitiitc the study 
of family history, by furnishing an Index to the genealogies con- 
tained in the large number of county and town histories, collections 
of public and privately printed genealogies, centennial anniversary 
celebrations, biographies, and other works containing the desired 
information. 

But few persons have an ade(juate knowledge of the amount of 
genealogical material to be found in such volumes, from the fact, 
that anything like a full collection of works in those departments, 
can only be found in the larger cities, and in the hands of a lew 
private parties; and without consulting them, it is often an impossi- 
bility to prepare a family history, or of learning anything very 
definite of any particular family. With the assistance furnished by 
this volume, no difficulty will be experienced in collecting needed 
information, by any one intere.'^ted in such investigations. It also 
affords instruction to the general reader, who may not know whether 
the history of his native county, town, or village has ever be»!ii 
written and published; but its most desirable feature, is the know- 
ledge to be gained by all persons, whether residing in the country, 
or elsewhere, who, by examining its pages, can inform themselves 
whether the genealogy, or pedigree of any family, or any portion 
thereof, in which they may feel an interest, has been printed in 
any volume, and if so, that they may have the benefit of ^nrh in 
formation. 

IMore than len liiousaiid names are here alplialietieaily ,iir;iri_T.I 
Several hiitidred volumes of historictil and bio-ra|iliie:il imblicMtinM- 
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h;ivc been iiiiiiutcly oxamiucil in detail, aud not depending on tlie 
indexes appended to such volumes, which are more or less defective, 
and incomplete. A number of works not accessible to the compiler, 
have been examined by parties interested in perfecting the work. 
The more important names in Dr. Savage's Genealogical Dictionary, 
have been noticed, as well as the genealogies found in the twenty- 
one published volumes of the New Eiujland Historical and Gcnc- 
aloijical Riyistrr. 

This is the first work of the kind published in this country. It 
h;i.s been the aim of the compiler to make it as thorough and com- 
plete as possible, though undoubtedly there are some works, that 
have been inadvertantly omitted. With the hope that it will supply 
a need which it is believed has long existed, and be of utility 
to the genealogical student, the volume is commended to the public. 
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